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The Shearer Group, Inc 
Attn: Mr. Harrison Brann 
3101 NASA Parkway, Suite I 
Seabrook, TX 77586 
Email: hbrann@shearer-group.com 
 
Subj: Multi-Breasted Tandem Loading for Settoon Towing, LLC  
 Unmanned Double Hull Tank Barges (O/D) 
 Rivers; Lakes, Bays, and Sounds 
 Multi-breasted Tandem Loading 
 
Ref: (a) The Shearer Group, Dwg. No. 0231-018-043, Rev. 5, “Tank Barge Tandem 

Loading,” dated July 22, 2016 
(b) Your letter Corr. No. 0231-018-SUBMIT005 dated July 22, 2016 
(c) MSC letter Serial No. C1-1402458 dated July 18, 2014 
(d) MSC letter Serial No. C1-1500300 dated January 25, 2015 
(e) MSC letter Serial No. C1-1501614 dated April 13, 2015 
(f) MSC letter Serial No. C1-1602221 dated June 10, 2016 
(g) Marine Safety Information bulletin 11-14, dated July 18, 2014 

 
Dear Mr. Brann: 
 
In response to your email dated July 22, 2016 (MSC Document No. 1615825), we have reviewed 
all previously submitted pressure drop calculations for multi-breasted tandem loading. The 
barges listed in enclosure (1) barges have vapor control systems previously approved by the 
letters listed in enclosure (1) for the applicable barges, and are acceptable for dual loading 
operations. Based on the calculations in references (a), tandem loading is limited to simultaneous 
collection of those cargoes listed in the vessels’ CAA at a maximum transfer rate of 5,000 bbl/hr 
per barge. 
 
 For the OCMI’s convenience, we have included the following recommended COI endorsement: 
 

In accordance with 46 CFR Part 39.1017 and 39.5000(e) this vessel's VCS has been 
evaluated and approved for multi-breasted tandem loading with other vessels specifically 
approved to tandem load with this vessel. 

 
Please note that in accordance with the procedural changes outlined in reference (g), tandem 
loading no longer requires final approval by Commandant (CG-ENG-5), but may be approved by 
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Name  Builder  Hull #  Official No.  MAWP 
[psi] 

PV Valve 
Setting 
[psig] 

VCS 
Approval 

Letter 
Approval Date 

SMI 30035 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-3 1239858 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30036 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-4 1239859 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30037 Trinity, Madisonville  2204-2 1239888 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202871 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30038 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-5 1239860 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30039 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-6 1239861 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30040 Trinity, Madisonville  2204-3 1239889 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202871 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30041 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-7 1239862 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30042 Trinity, Madisonville 2203-8 1239863 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202856 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30043 Trinity, Madisonville  2204-4 1239890 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1202871 June 6, 2012 
SMI 30044 Kennedy Ship and Repair H122 1242956 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1204976 December 11, 2012 
SMI 30045 Kennedy Ship and Repair H123 1246170 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1204976 December 11, 2012 
SMI 30046 Trinity, Ashland City 4894 1243723 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1204448 October 23, 2012 
SMI 30047 Trinity, Ashland City 4895 1247204 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1301682 May 20, 2013 
SMI 30048 Trinity, Ashland City 4896 1247205 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1301682 May 20, 2013 
SMI 30049 Trinity, Ashland City 4945 1247206 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1301682 May 20, 2013 
SMI 30050 Trinity, Ashland City 4946 1247207 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1301682 May 20, 2013 
SMI 30051 Trinity, Ashland City 4947 1248992 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1303034 September 5, 2013 
SMI 30052 Trinity, Ashland City 4998 1248993 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1303034 September 5, 2013 
SMI 30053 Kennedy Ship and Repair H124 1249447 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1204976 December 11, 2012 
SMI 30054 Trinity, Ashland City 4989 1243723 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1303034 September 5, 2013 
SMI 30055 Trinity, Ashland City 4990 1249746 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1303034 September 5, 2013 
SMI 30056 Trinity, Ashland City 5027 1252007 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30057 Trinity, Ashland City 5028 1252008 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30058 Trinity, Ashland City 5043 1252009 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30059 Trinity, Ashland City 5044 1252010 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30060 Trinity, Ashland City 4989 1252012 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30061 Trinity, Ashland City 4990 1252013 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30062 Trinity, Ashland City 5045 1251933 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30063 Trinity, Ashland City 5048 1251934 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30064 Trinity, Ashland City 5049 1251935 3.00 2.5/-0.5 C1-1400860 March 14, 2014 
SMI 30065 Sterling, Port Neches H129 1250651 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1400109 January 15, 2014 
SMI 30201 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1408 1020950 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 
SMI 30202 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1409 1020951 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 
SMI 30203 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1410 1020952 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 
SMI 30204 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1411 1020953 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 
SMI 30205 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1412 1020955 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 
SMI 30206 Trinity, Gretna Machine 1413 1020957 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C1-1205056 December 14, 2012 

SMI 213 Cenac Towing Co. 2059-2 1074634 3.00 1.5/-0.5 C2-9901178 April 13, 1999 




















