






















Mr. Dustin Walker 
Cenac Marine Services, LLC 
742 Highway 182 
Houma, LA 70364 
 
Subj:   MULTI-BREASTED TANDEM LOADING UNDER VAPOR CONTROL FOR CENAC 

MARINE SERVICES’ BARGES AT RE-CERTIFIED FACILITIES 
 
Ref:     (a) USCG Commandant (CG-ENG-5) letter 16703/46-39/2014-362 dated May 12, 2014 
 (b) USCG Commandant (CG-ENG-5) letter 16703/46-39/2014-339 dated May 9, 2014 
           
Dear Mr. Walker: 
 
This letter is in response to your email dated June 4, 2014, which requested my approval to allow Cenac 
Marine Services’ barges to perform multi-breasted dual barge loading under vapor control at 24 facilities.  
Per references (a)-(b), the barges listed in enclosure (1) are acceptable by the U. S. Coast Guard Marine 
Safety Center (MSC) for conducting multi-breasted tandem loading operations at a specified maximum 
transfer rate and certain conditions.   
 
Per our records, the 24 facilities listed below are approved for conducting multi-breasted tandem loading 
under vapor control: 
 
Approved Facilities  Location 
Motiva Norco Norco, LA 
Marquis Energy Caruthersville, 

MO 
Shell Oil (East, Center, and West Docks) Deer Park, TX 
Total Port Arthur, TX 
Phillips 66 (previously Conoco Phillips), (Berths 2BE, 2BW, 3) Westlake, LA 
Sunoco Logistics Facility Nederland, TX 
Texas International Terminals Galveston, TX 
Chevron Beaumont Terminal Nederland, TX 
Valero, St. Charles Refinery Norco, LA 
International Matex Tank Terminals St. Rose, LA 
NuStar Corpus Christi, 

TX 
GulfMark Energy Victoria, TX 
Marathon Galveston Bay Refinery (previously BP Products North America, Inc.) 
(Docks 32N, 32S, 33, 34, 37, 38) 

Texas City, TX 

Motiva Port Arthur, TX 
Calcasieu Refining Company Lake Charles, LA 
Nustar St. James, LA 
Enterprise Products, Morgan’s Point Terminal La Porte, TX 
Plains Marketing, L.P. Corpus Christi, 

TX 
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Subj:   MULTI-BREASTED TANDEM LOADING UNDER VAPOR CONTROL FOR CENAC 

MARINE SERVICES’ BARGES AT RE-CERTIFIED FACILITIES 
 
GT Logistics, Taylor Barge Dock 1 & 2 Port Arthur, TX 
CITGO Corpus Christi, 

TX 
CITGO Lake Charles, LA 
Crosstex, Mermentau King Dock Jennings, LA 
Valero, East Plant (Oil Docks 3, 4, 7, 11) Corpus Christi, 

TX 
Oiltanking, Beaumont (B Dock and South Dock) Beaumont, TX 

 
The Cenac Marine Services’ barges listed in enclosure (1) are hereby approved for conducting multi-
breasted tandem loading under vapor control at the 24 facilities listed above, subject to the following 12 
conditions:  
 

a. Such loading operations of these barges shall be limited to loading of cargoes listed on each of 
the two barge’s Cargo Authority Attachment (CAA) and simultaneously on the facility’s marine 
VCS certifying letters where the loading operation will be conducted.  The maximum cargo 
transfer rate during tandem loading shall be as specified by the MSC in their dual barge loading 
approval letter for these barges.   
 

b. Such loading operations in the same evolution shall be limited to no more than two of the barges 
approved, and shall be in accordance with any additional conditions imposed by the Coast Guard 
MSC in their multi-breasted tandem loading operation approval letter for these barges.  

 
c. Such operations shall only be conducted at the facilities specified above.  The VCSs at the 24 

facilities have been recertified by a Coast Guard accepted facility VCS certifying entity for the 
operation. 

 
d. While conducting multi-breasted tandem loading operations, the vapor header on the inboard 

barge must be in alignment with the vapor header on the outboard barge.  The diameter of the 
vapor header on the inboard barge must be at least as large as the diameter of the largest vapor 
header on the outboard barge.  The vapor headers must be marked in accordance with the 
requirements of 46 CFR part 39.2001(h).  The vapor header and its flanges must meet all 
applicable requirements of 46 CFR part 39 for vapor headers and flanges.  The vapor connection 
flange on each vapor crossover header must have a stud permanently attached in accordance with 
the requirements of 46 CFR part 39.2001(j). 

 
e. The diameter of the vapor crossover hose must be at least as large as the diameter of the largest 

vapor header on the outboard barge.  The length of the vapor crossover hose must not exceed 25 
feet between the two barges.  The crossover vapor hose must meet the requirements of 46 CFR 
part 39.2001(i) and be marked in accordance with the requirements of 46 CFR part 39.2001(h). 

 
f. The cargo transfer procedures shall reflect the proper alignment of a facility VCS to the vapor 

collection system on the inboard and outboard barges.  Similarly, the cargo transfer procedures 
shall include procedures for disconnecting the facility VCS from both barges.  These transfer 
procedures shall also address the proper connection of the facility VCS alarm/shutdown system to 
the alarm/shutdown systems of the barges being loaded.  A copy of this letter shall be attached to 
the barge transfer procedures.   
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Subj:   MULTI-BREASTED TANDEM LOADING UNDER VAPOR CONTROL FOR CENAC 

MARINE SERVICES’ BARGES AT RE-CERTIFIED FACILITIES 
 

g. Each cargo tank on both barges must be equipped with a liquid overfill protection system that 
meets the requirements of 46 CFR part 39.2009.  Each cargo tank on both barges also must be 
equipped with either sight glasses with gauge trees or sight glasses and stick gauges, which 
indicate when the cargo level in each tank is within one meter of the deck. 

 
h. Both barges must be fitted with mated transverse cargo and vapor manifolds, which are in 

alignment and are at least as large as the vapor line. 
 

i. Each barge must have a licensed tankerman to act as the person in charge (PIC) who is trained 
and familiar with dual barge loading operations.  The barge PICs must maintain constant 
communication with each other and with the facility PIC throughout the transfer operation via a 
portable radio which meets the requirements of 33 CFR part 155.785. 
 

j. The principles for controlling arcing during barge-to-barge transfer are similar to those associated 
with barge-to-shore transfer.  Electric currents must be controlled in accordance with Section 11.9 
of the OCIMF publication, “International Safety Guide for Oil Tankers and Terminals (ISGOTT) 
Fifth Edition.”  Accordingly, either an insulating flange or a single length of non-conducting hose 
shall be installed between the barges during vapor transfer.  If an insulating flange is used, it shall 
be connected to the vapor header on the inboard barge.  This insulating flange or non-conducting 
hose shall be in addition to the insulating requirements for the barge-to-shore transfer connection. 
 

k. If multi-breasted tandem loading will be conducted using more than one liquid transfer hose from 
the shore facility, the facility must be capable of activating the emergency shutdown system 
required by 33 CFR part 154.550.  This shall stop the cargo flow to each transfer hose 
simultaneously in the event an emergency condition occurs that closes the remotely operated 
cargo vapor shutoff valve in the facility’s vapor control system.  Multi-breasted tandem loading 
using more than one liquid transfer hose from the shore facility is prohibited unless the shore 
facility can comply with this requirement. 
 

l. Cenac Marine Services shall contact the local Coast Guard Captain of the Port (COTP) in whose 
zone the loading facilities are located, to ascertain if there is any additional operational 
requirement for this type of loading operation.  Any additional requirement imposed by the local 
COTP along with the conditions of operation described in this letter, shall be incorporated in the 
vessel transfer procedures for each barge listed in this letter. 
 

Cenac Marine Services shall provide a copy of this letter to each of the 24 facilities listed in this letter.  If 
you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact LT Jodi Min, of my staff at (202) 372-
1418, e-mail: Jodi.j.min@uscg.mil. 
 

   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
            P. A. Keffler 
            Acting Chief, Hazardous Materials Division  
            By direction of the Commandant 
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Enclosure: (1) List of applicable barges 
 
Copy: Sector Houston-Galveston 
     Sector Corpus Christi 
     Sector Lower Mississippi River 

    Sector New Orleans 
    MSU Lake Charles 
    MSU Port Arthur 
    MSC, Tank Vessel and Offshore Division 
    CG-FAC-2 
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Enclosure (1): List of Applicable Barges 

Barge Name 
Official 

Number 

Shipyard and Hull 

Number 
MSC Approval 

CTCO 319 1247208 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

322 
16710/P018144/C1-1304110 Dec 6, 2013 

CTCO 320 1247209 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

323 
16710/P018144/C1-1304110 Dec 6, 2013 

CTCO 321 1247210 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

324 
16710/P018144/C1-1304110 Dec 6, 2013 

CTCO 322 1247211 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

325 
16710/P018144/C1-1304110 Dec 6, 2013 

CTCO 323 1247212 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

326 
16710/P018144/C1-1304110 Dec 6, 2013 

CTCO 354 1247213 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

237 
16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 355 1247214 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

238 

16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 356 1247215 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

239 

16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 357 1247216 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

240 

16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 358 1247217 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

241 

16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 359  1247218 
West Gulf Marine Hull / 

242 

16710/P018249/C1-1400683 Mar 21, 2014 

CTCO 314 1245345 
Trinity Marine Hull / 

4974 

16710/P018407/C1-1401137 April 3, 2014 

CTCO 315 1245346 
Trinity Marine Hull / 

4975 

16710/P018407/C1-1401137 April 3, 2014 

CTCO 316 1245347 
Trinity Marine Hull / 

4976 

16710/P018407/C1-1401137 April 3, 2014 

CTCO 317 1245348 
Trinity Marine Hull / 

4977 

16710/P018407/C1-1401137 April 3, 2014 

CTCO 318 1245349 
Trinity Marine Hull / 

4978 

16710/P018407/C1-1401137 April 3, 2014 

CTCO 324 1245350 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-1 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 325 1245351 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-2 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 326 1245352 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-3 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 327 1245353 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-4 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 328 1245354 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-5 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 329 1245355 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-6 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 330 1245356 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-7 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 



HBC 301 1232433 
Conrad Industries Hull 

C-927 

11/14/13; P014938; C1-1303853 

HBC 302 1231681 
Conrad Industries Hull 

C-928 

11/14/13; P014938; C1-130385 

HBC 303 1244002 
Conrad Orange Hull H-

458 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 304 1245343 
Conrad Orange Hull H-

1030 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 305 1245344 
Conrad Orange Hull H-

1031 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 306 1243993 
Conrad Orange Hull C-

1020 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 307 1244003 
Conrad Orange Hull H-

459 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 308 1243994 
Conrad Orange Hull C-

1021 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 309 1243996 
Conrad Orange Hull C-

1023 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 310 1243995 
Conrad Orange Hull C-

1022 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

HBC 311 1244004 
Conrad Orange Hull H-

460 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

CTCO 331 1245357 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-8 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 332 1245358 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-9 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 333 1245359 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-10 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 334 1245360 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-11 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 335 1245361 
Trinity Madisonville 

Hull / 2215-12 

16710/P018659/C1-1401124/April 2, 2014 

CTCO 336 1245362 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-13 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 

CTCO 337 1245363 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-14 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 

CTCO 338 1245364 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-15 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 

CTCO 339 1245365 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-16 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 

CTCO 340 1245366 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-17 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 

CTCO 341 1245367 

Trinity Marine-

Madisonville Hull / 

2215-18 

16710/P018751/C1-1400538/February 21, 

2014 



HBC 312 1243997 
Conrad Orange Hull C-

1024 

11/26/13; P018000; C1-1303950 

CTCO 250 1243998 
Conrad Orange Shipyard 

Hull H-454 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

CTCO 252 1243999 
Conrad Orange Shipyard 

Hull H-455 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

CTCO 254 1244000 
Conrad Orange Shipyard 

Hull H-456 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

CTCO 255 1244001 
Conrad Orange Shipyard 

Hull H-457 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

CTCO 251 1243991 
Conrad Shipyard Hull 

C-1018 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

CTCO 253 1243992 
Conrad Shipyard Hull 

C-1019 

11/26/13; P017859; C1-1303920 

 

 




